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Local VA Receives Innovation Award for Quality Healthcare and Safety
VA Tennessee Valley Healthcare System’s (VA TVHS) Geriatric Research Education and Clinical Center (GRECC) was awarded the Duncan Neuhauser Award for Curricular Innovation December 10th. The award was for VA TVHS’s Geriatric Scholars Program Quality Improvement Workshops. It was presented at the annual Scientific Symposium on Improving Quality and Value in Health Care sponsored by the Academy for Healthcare Improvement (AHI) in Orlando, Fla.
The award recognizes programs which focus on the development, application, and dissemination of novel educational resources in the area of patient safety and quality improvement as part of the VA. 
Since 2008, the Geriatric Scholars Program has educated 195 clinicians, trained 34 improvement coaches and impacted the care of more than 335,000 Veterans through the completion of quality improvement projects receiving care in primary care clinics in the United States.
VA TVHS Director Juan A. Morales, said the recognition of this award reaffirms what the health system holds as its highest standard – safely delivering healthcare of the highest quality. 
“Patient safety and quality improvement is a commitment of VA TVHS, I am proud of all our employees for this award.  While only a few accepted the award on our behalf, it takes every member of the VA TVHS team to ensure patients are receiving quality, safe healthcare,” said Morales.  “The health system is continually looking for innovative ideas to ensure we continue to set new standards in quality and patient safety,” he said. 
Doctor of Nursing Practice Carol Callaway-Lane and Ted Speroff, PhD, received the award on behalf of VA TVHS’s Quality Improvement Leadership Team which also includes Jacob Hathaway, MD, MPH and Robert Dittus, MD, MPH.  The Department of Veteran Affairs Geriatric Scholars Program is under the direction of B. Josea Kramer, PhD at the Greater Los Angeles VA Health Care System’s GRECC.  
VA TVHS is a tertiary integrated healthcare system comprised of two hospitals, the Alvin C. York Campus in Murfreesboro, Tenn., and the Nashville Campus in Nashville, Tenn.  TVHS has community based outpatient clinics located in Tennessee and Southern Kentucky. For more information about VA TVHS, visit http://www.tennesseevalley.va.gov/.
image1.png




